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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Hello! 
 
It has been a fantastic summer and I hope everyone has made the most of it.  
 
We started things off with another great BBQ on the grounds of the Station in July.  It was 
well attended and children and adults enjoyed themselves immensely.  Thank you to the 
events committee for organizing another splendid event.  We look forward to the 
Progressive Dinner on October 24th. 
 
It has been a relatively quiet summer for the Community Association. However, we have 
had interactions with police and bylaw pertaining to makeshift shelters being erected in 
our park space.  The best way to combat this behavior is to use the park spaces as much 
as possible while being aware of the situation.  Please read a more detailed synopsis in 
this newsletter. 
 
The MRCA hosted the 78th Fraser Highlanders in September at South Mount Royal Park to 
commemorate the Battle of the Plains of Abraham 256 years ago.  It was a wonderful 
event that included a march on of the Youth Band and Honour Guard, performances by the 
pipes, drums and dancers and a demonstration of musket drill and firing by the 78th 
Fraser Highlanders.  Our distinguished statue of General Wolfe looked upon the ceremony 
approvingly. 
 
I have always been amazed by the generosity and involvement of our community residents.  
We always welcome anyone who would like to get involved with the Community 
Association.  It is a great way to help the community, meet your neighbours and exchange 
ideas to better our community.  Like any organization, fresh faces and fresh ideas will help 
keep us current. 
 
Plan on attending our upcoming AGM in mid-November.  It is a good time to meet your 
board of directors, hear what is going on in the community, and see your neighbours!! 
 
Jeff Nichol 
President 
Mount Royal Community Association 

THANK YOU 
We would like to thank the Glencoe Club for publishing and collating 
this newsletter!  We appreciate your contributions and your long-time 
dedication to the MRCA!  

3 



4 

 FALL 2015 ● Mount Royal Community Newsletter 

ILLEGAL ENCAMPMENT ON ESCARPMENT LANDS 
Summer 2015 has seen a huge increase in the number of illegal encampments hidden from 
view in the thick shrubbery and treed areas of the Glencoe and Hillcrest Hill.  Mt Royal and 
Cliff Bungalow/Mission residents noticed the increased homeless traffic in these areas from 
the very start of summer.  A strong combined effort to resolve the issue was quickly mounted 
by the MRCA Public Open Spaces Committee, the Safety Committee, residents who live near 
the eastern boundary of Mt Royal, Calgary Police, Bylaw Services Encampment Team and the 
Parks Department.  With consistent reporting to appropriate authorities, community 
volunteers have managed to control the problem with band-aid efforts.  Community 
volunteers have expended a huge amount of effort this summer, as have Police and Bylaw, 
and all hope for a long term, permanent solution through the Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design approach.  The goal is to remove the potential to hide encampments 
rather than the chronic, expensive cat and mouse game of police removing encampments 
only to see them reappear just days later. 
 
It has been gratifying to see that the Bylaw Encampment Team is set up to provide services to 
the homeless who will accept help. Littered with needles, alcohol wipes and vast collection of 
bicycles, tools, clothes and construction materials, the encampments tell a sad tale of 
addiction and petty crime.  While volunteers approach this issue with human compassion, 
there is firm resolve that this valuable inner city escarpment land will flourish as a joyful 
place to walk, bike and exercise. 
 
No one wants to feel scared to walk among the baby’s breath on the Glencoe Hill path or 
train on the Glencoe stairs.  No one wants to think twice about walking along the base of the 
retaining wall from the Hillcrest Hill viewpoint down to Royal Ave.  All research and experience 
point to the need for “more boots on the ground”.  There has been no indication that the 
homeless encamped in our area are dangerous.     More eyes passing by will make it 
uncomfortable to camp there. So, use those paths to walk your dog, to get down the hill to 
Mission for a coffee, to clock off your three miles a day to stay fit. 
 
And report anything suspicious.  Calgary authorities have asked that residents use the 
reporting protocols below which are ranked by response time with the first entry immediate 
response. 
 
 911 Emergency For Distress or Danger 
 Call if someone is in distress and requires immediate attention 
 
 403-266-1234 Non-Emergency Police for Illegal Activity/Inappropriate Use of Public 

Space 
 Call and press zero to report to an officer if you see people camping, using drugs, 

making fires, clearing areas for campsites, or hauling building materials onto the 
escarpment lands.  You need as precise location address as possible.  Police are adept 
at using GPS coordinates that you can get from your smartphone or smartphone 
photos of the site. 
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. . . Continued ILLEGAL ENCAMPMENTS ON ESCARPMENT LANDS 

 
 587-228-5065 Bylaw Services Encampment Team for Signs of Habitation 
 Call 587-228-5065 or email Melanie.thomas@calgary.ca if you see signs of habitation 

like tents, tarps, bedrolls, etc.  Bylaw Peace Officers, Melanie Thomas and Jody St. 
Pierre, are the Encampment Team members who are working closely with Mt Royal and 
Cliff Bungalow/Mission. 

 
 311 Encampment Clean Up 
 Call with precise location address to report sites that contain garbage and/or other 

debris (bear cans, needles, litter) but no living structures like tents, tarps, and bedrolls.  
Attaching a photo is helpful in accessing the task and since smartphone photos all 
have GPS coordinates embedded, these shots can help find the site.  To email 311 and 
create a paper trail with a reference number, fill out the email form on the City 311 
website: https://www.calgary.ca/311online. 

 
Additional advice from authorities: 
 
In early May 2014, the Federation of Calgary Communities and the Calgary Police Service had 
a workshop addressing Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED, or "sep-ted" 
for short). The session introduced ideas to reduce crime through proper design and effective 
use of spaces. One of the key CPTED principles is "natural surveillance", which uses windows 
and sightlines to keep "eyes on the street" as a crime deterrent. Another principle is "access 
control", which relies on simple design elements to deny access for criminal activity. Below 
are some tips on simple actions you can take. 
 
 Park off street if possible and always lock doors and remove valuables from vehicles 

parked on the street 

 Wait until morning of collection to put recycle bins out on the street. 

 Lock all bikes securely and don’t leave garage doors open unless you can monitor. 
 
WHY SHOULD YOU CARE 
Communities are safe when neighbours watch out for nearby friends and properties.  If there 
is a chronic criminal element moving around in the community, there will be more slips when 
no one sees a burglar enter from the back lane.  Mt Royal is unique as an inner city 
community with such a very low crime rate. Controlling graffiti and stewardship of public 
spaces sends the strong message “We Don’t Tolerate Crime And We’re Watching”.  To keep 
our kids safe, to enjoy the freedom to walk the community at any time night or day, to 
preserve property values, do your part to protect Mt Royal. 
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Save Your Cotoneaster Hedge 
A strategy researched by your MRCA Public Open Spaces Committee 
Charlene Prickett, POS Co-Chair 

Many lovely homes throughout Mt Royal use cotoneaster hedge to delineate property lines 
and create privacy screens. All Calgary cotoneaster is at increased risk to oyster shell 
scale as a result of the early, warm spring of 2015. If you have a cotoneaster hedge, you 
probably have at least some oyster shell scale that can spread throughout your hedge and 
your neighbour’s. In an effort to understand this insect pest and how best to deal with it, 
Public Open Spaces (POS) interviewed City of Calgary entomologist Jim Watts and Golden 
Acre horticulturalist Jack Savage. 

Oyster shell scale is not a virus or bacteria. It’s an insect, which for most of its life, is 
protected by a highly effective armor that resembles a miniature oyster shell. This scale 
lives on the woody part of the plant, not the leaves. If you use a magnifying glass to 
examine the stems of your cotoneaster, especially the areas that are the first to turn 
brilliant red in fall, you’ll easily see the tiny oyster shells, which to some folks, look like 
worms. On badly infested stems, there are many layers oyster shells. Under their 
impenetrable armor shell, they suck the juice and life out of the cotoneaster. 

The strategy to preserve the hedge requires drastic pruning. Since no pesticide can kill the 
insect when it’s under the oyster shell, Jack Savage suggests cutting the infested 
branches down to 1- 2 inches above the ground. Further, he advises cutting out all 
branches within six inches of the infested area, as a safety margin. If much of the hedge is 
infested, the entire hedge should be cut back to 1- 2 inches. All twigs and leaves should 
be bagged, tied and put out for the City to take to the dump. Affected bits left in place can 
spread the pest next spring. 

Though the hearty cotoneaster can be severely pruned any time, the best time to cut it 
back is in fall after the leaves are off. This signals the return of the plant energy to the root 
system. This is particularly important with younger hedges like our traffic circle splitter 
islands. 

Savage suggests that the stumps of the pruned cotoneaster be liberally sprayed in fall 
with horticultural oil in hopes of smothering the eggs laid under the protective armor. The 
oil will make it difficult for the insects hatched from those eggs to get out of the oyster 
shell in spring. To be on the safe side, Savage advises spraying the stumps with lime 
sulphur two days after the oil application to prevent fungal infections to the fresh cuts. 
Savage points out that a second application of horticultural oil followed by lime sulphur is 
critical in spring BEFORE the plants leaf out. If applied to leaves, the oil can act as a 
magnifying glass causing the sun’s rays to burn the leaves and interfere with growth. 
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. . . . Continued Save Your Cotoneaster Hedge 

City of Calgary entomologist Jim Watts says that the insects which hatch in spring come 
out of their armor for a couple of weeks in the “crawler stage” to move along the stem. 
Crawlers are the only life stage of oyster shell scale that are mobile, and it is during this 
brief period that they colonize more plants. A few crawlers may disperse more widely, 
carried by wind or on the bodies of animals (birds, squirrels) that move from plant to plant.  
Jack Savage says that scale insects have the ability to sprout wings if needed to fly to new 
feeding stock. During the crawler stage, commercial landscape companies can transfer 
the insects far and wide via hedge trimmers. It may be wise to insist that hedges be 
trimmed much later in the season. 

So, like the elm tree scale that threatens Mt Royal’s magnificent tree canopy, this oyster 
shell scale has become a serious threat to the lovely hedges of our community.  An 
infested hedge can spread the pests to nearby properties.  We all need to work in concert 
to control this pest. 

MRCA members may remember an early spring email that went out to the MRCA 
membership list alerting the potential for a good kill with horticultural oil during the June 
10-15 crawler stage. We were lucky that Jim Watts was kind enough to examine a Mount 
Royal cotoneaster sample in his lab. Under the microscope, he could see the crawlers just 
starting to hatch. He raised the alarm to spray twice during the next five days. The oil can 
affect a direct kill when it contacts the insect crawling outside its armor. 

So, here is a difference of opinion. Watts obviously feels the opportunity to knock back the 
population of insects is worth the leaf damage. Many residents got that email alert and 
sprayed in the critical period with good results. If we can catch the crawler stage again, as 
it begins in spring 2016, we’ll email the alert. 

Vigilance and persistence are blessings in the fight against scale. If you have any 
infestation, it is unlikely to be fully eradicated in one season. You must keep spraying and 
cutting back until it’s gone. 

Inglewood has lost most of its cotoneaster already. Here’s hoping Mt Royal can fare better. 

For more facts and photos of Oyster Shell Scale please visit the following link; 
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05513.html 
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Welcome Back, Mini Mountaineer Playgroup 
Wednesday 9am-11am at the Station 

Your annual MRCA Membership is all that is needed!  
 

Joining in on Wednesdays is a wonderful way to meet your neighbours, exhaust your little 
one(s) with free-play time and have a cup or two of very needed coffee.  To ensure you do 
not miss any special Mini activities, or if you would like to be on the regular email list for 
this group or would just like more information, please email 
pastpresident@mountroyalstation.ca. 

 

Thank you once again to all who help support the Mini Mountaineer playgroup at Mount 
Royal Station, we could not keep this going without you! 

MRCA Annual General Meeting 
When: Wednesday, November 18th, 2015 
Where: Mount Royal Station 
Who: Everyone is welcome! 
 
Please come support your community and find out more 
about how your community association is working to make 
Mount Royal such a great community to live in. 



In Memory 
On behalf of the Mount Royal Community Association, we wish to express our most 
heartfelt condolences to Nancy and Spencer Calvin, regarding the passing of their 
husband and father, Bruce Calvin. 

The community support and contributions by Bruce and your family are numerous, 
impactful and everlasting.   

His leadership style is reflected in past MRCA newsletter submissions, when he was MRCA 
President in 2004.   

President’s Message May-June, July-August 2004 

“…The Mount Royal Community Association is a not-for-profit organization 
assembled for the benefit of the residents living within the well defined 
geographic boundaries of our community.  It operates under a charter that 
defines its purpose and is staffed by volunteers.  The list of those who have 
given their time for the betterment of our community over the years is long and 
distinguished (a la “Top Gun”), and I think it is fair to say that each of those 
currently serving in some capacity on the Executive takes very seriously the 
responsibility of representing our community and in doing our jobs well... 

 …I decided to become actively involved in the MRCA to contribute toward the 
preservation of the quality of life that attracted us to Mount Royal.  Certainly 
much of the enjoyment we derive from living in Mount Royal is social in nature (I 
consider myself much more a beer guzzler than politico!), but so too do we enjoy 
many physical characteristics that make our neighborhood an attractive, safe 
and desirable place to raise a family… 

 …And finally, we couldn’t end without some poignant reference herein to “traffic 
calming’, so here it is: Drive Safely….” 

Bruce Calvin  
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EVAN WOOLLEY 
COUNCILLOR, WARD 8 
 
Make Your Voice Heard This Election 

On October 19th we will all have an important choice to make. When we cast 
our votes in the federal election, we are not only choosing the voice we want 
representing us in Ottawa, we are also bearing out our country’s historic 
democratic tradition. It is no stretch to say that this election will be pivotal for 

Canada’s future – it is certainly one of the most important I can remember. 

There is a lot of rhetoric out there: advertising, door-knocking, debates, and other pleas for your 
vote. I commend anyone who has the courage and sense of civic duty to put their name on a 
ballot, and hope that in these final days of the campaign you will take the time to get to know 
your candidates and the issues that motivate them. If one of your candidates comes knocking on 
your door, have a conversation; read the politics section of the newspaper on a coffee break; 
reach out to a campaign if you want to get involved; or ask your friends and family what their 
stances on particular issues are. 

When it comes to casting your vote, you have several options. On Election Day, you can vote at 
your local polling place, or you can vote in advance by mail or at select locations from October 9-
12. Alternatively, you can visit any Elections Canada office before October 13 to cast your ballot. 
You must be a registered voter, which you can set up online (www.elections.ca). Once you’re 
registered, you will receive a voter information card indicating your polling place. 

On October 19, make your voice heard, and together let’s build the best country we can. As 
always, you can reach out to me and my office by phone (403-268-2430), email 
(ward08@calgary.ca), or on my website (calgary.ca/ward8). 

Many Thanks! 
This year's Stampede BBQ was another great success! We had 
close to 300 people from Mount Royal enjoy some great food, 
amazing entertainment and, of course, our Beer Garden! Kids got 
to visit a petting zoo, bounce away in the bouncy castles and get 
their faces painted! With a rainstorm before and at the end of the 
evening, the Weather Gods sure shone on us again! 
 
The Board would like to extend its gratitude to the amazing 
neighbours who helped to make the MRCA Stampede BBQ such a 
huge success! It is neighbours like you who make it all worthwhile! 



Not Receiving MRCA emails and would like to? 
Send an email to membership@mountroyalstation.ca and we will add you to our email distribution list. 

Following the email we sent back in June 2014 in relation to Canada’s Anti-Spam 
Legislation (CASL) a number of people did not follow the email instructions to give their 
consent and so they no longer receive MRCA emails. Please note that the Mount Royal 
Community Association will only use your email address to send you occasional emails 
about community issues and events. If you do not receive emails and would like to, please 
send an email to membership@mountroyalstation.ca and we will add you to our email 
distribution list. 

Frequently Asked Membership & Tennis Membership 

What type of membership should we purchase if we are a couple with no children living at 
the same address, should we purchase two single memberships? 
 

No, more than one person living at the same address should purchase a family 
membership ($45). 
 
If one person is a senior and one person is not, should we purchase a senior membership 
and a single membership? 
 

No, this is considered a family membership until both people are seniors (over 65). 
 
We are both seniors living at the same address should we purchase two senior 
memberships? 
 

No, a couple where both are seniors should purchase one senior membership ($20). 
 
I purchased a tennis key last year, do I need another one this year? 
 

Yes, new keys are issued each year and the fee is $15 per year. 
 
How do I get my tennis key? 
 

In the spring you will receive an email telling you where to pick 
up your key. 
 
Do I need to book a tennis court? 
 

No, booking is not required and the rules are posted on the 
fence. 
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Fall Preparations 
Wow! I can hardly believe that summer is all but over!!  Long days outside enjoying the 
sunshine and enjoying your garden are now being replaced by wearing sweaters on your 
evening walk and preparing your garden for winter. 

We all know what it takes to winterize the garden — cut down the perennials, water in 
bushes and trees, maybe wrap our more sensitive plants with burlap for protection against 
the long, cold winter.  But what about winterizing our homes? 

Winter is a harsh season to live through, especially if your mobility is not as agile as it 
once was, or if you are noticing your sight is not as sharp as it once was.  The autumn is 
the perfect time to prepare your home, and yourself, for the winter season —  and here are 
a few tips to help you do just that! 

The main focus of all preparation is fall prevention.  A fall can result in even the most 
healthy and fit person spending time in the hospital and then needing to move into 
assisted living.  As we age, it is increasingly difficult to make a full recovery from a fall. 

Clear off your decks and walkways so that you have a path clear of all obstructions 
between your car and home.  Be sure that this pathway is relatively flat and void of 
tripping hazards.  If the sidewalk blocks have moved and one edge is sticking up, call a 
professional to repair it so you are not at risk of tripping on it.  Make sure  your stairs and 
walkways inside are also free of objects blocking your way. 

Ensure your pathways, inside and out, are adequately lit.  Aging eyes require 50% more 
light to see the same as they did when you were young!!  You do not necessarily need to 
install new fixtures, maybe just clean the glass cover and install a higher wattage bulb.  
And use this opportunity to see your kids or grandkids by asking them to stop in and help 
you do this! 

These are just a few things to help you get ready for winter, although these tips should be 
followed year-round! 
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CALLING ALL HOSTS! 
Hosts needed urgently for the MRCA Progressive Dinner  

Saturday October 24, 6:00 pm 
Contact events@mountroyalstation.ca or 403-700-6646 

if you would like more information.  

It’s time to renew your MRCA membership 
Membership is for the calendar year January through December 2015.  Just take a look 
at the back page of this newsletter to see all the great reasons to join and payment 
options.  We appreciate your continued support and look forward to your timely renewal. 
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Obviously Improv at Café Koi—Lots of Great Upcoming Shows 

October 31st at 8PM: Cage Match! 

November 28th at 8PM: Don’t Quote Me! 

See www.calgaryimprov.org/organizer/obviously-improve/  

Obviously Improve. Fast. Fun. Funny. 

ART SHOW 
November 29 -  10AM to 6PM 

VANIA DIMITROVA 
Recipient Award of Distinction for Immigrants 

In Arts and Culture 2015 
Delaney Hoffart—student 12 years old 

Sampson McFerrin—student 14 years old 
15% from the sale offered to Earl Grey School 
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Mount Royal Community  
Annual Progressive Dinner Party 

Saturday October 24, 2015, 6:00 pm 

RSVP 

 
 

# of attendees ____   x $160 each = __________ 
(Add $45 per family if 2015 MRCA dues not yet paid) 

PLEASE ENCLOSE A CHEQUE FOR AMOUNT ABOVE 
PAYABLE TO: 

Mount Royal Community Association 

To confirm your participation in this popular event, deposit this 
completed form along with your cheque into 

MRCA Station door mailbox slot 
2317 – 10th Street SW 

Confirmation and further information will be emailed to you  

Unfortunately, due to the nature of this event, we are unable to provide refunds. 
Tickets are transferable.  

Attendee name email 

1.   

2.   

Phone #: 


